Cardiac output response to prostaglandin E2-induced abortion in the second trimester.
Maternal cardiac output changes were evaluated in 10 patients undergoing second-trimester abortion induced by prostaglandin E2 suppositories. The peak cardiac output increased by an average of 64.5% above preinduction values. This is similar to the percent increase described during oxytocin-induced labor at term. Inasmuch as resting cardiac output tends to be higher in midpregnancy than at term, absolute values during prostaglandin E2 induction were higher than those observed in laboring term patients.